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negotiations would most certainly have been broken
off.
There was a long delay before the Council of State
actually met, and when at last it did so on July soth,
De Lesseps challenged its right to try him unless there
was some definite wrong of which he was accused which
was outside of the province of his natural judge, the
Foreign Minister, to deal with. The answer of the
President was that there was no such wrong alleged,
and that the tribunal was only constituted to examine
his conduct. There was neither accuser nor accused.
The President then read out the instructions given
originally to De Lesseps by M. Druyn de Lhuys. It
was immediately evident that a very damaging phrase
had been inserted in the copy supplied by the Ministry,
which was certainly absent from that which had been
handed to De Lesseps. The new phrase required the
agent to do " everything which will hasten the end of
a regime destined by the force of events to perish."
The Ministry must indeed have been hard put to it
to make out a case if it had to resort to fraud.
In spite of everything that De Lesseps could urge,
the report of the Council of State was adverse to him,
and held that he had exceeded his instructions.
According to the Council, " The instructions of the
Government are in no case to be attenuated, extended,
or modified by the aid of outward circumstances or
external commentaries not forming part of them." If
this finding was to hold good, the Due d'Harcourt had
represented, then all diplomatic action would be made
impossible. Moreover, it was obvious that unless some
latitude was allowed the instructions were not capable